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it doesn’t make any sense to a lot of people 
who understand this issue. So here’s a rea-
sonable way to treat people with respect 
and accomplish what we want to accom-
plish, which is to be a country of law and 
a country of decency and respect. 

And finally, in order to make a com-
prehensive immigration plan work, we’ve 
got to help folks assimilate into our society. 
And what does that mean? It means, help 
people learn English, to help people under-
stand the traditions and history of the 
United States of America. 

One of the fabulous things about our 
country is that our soul has constantly been 
renewed by people seeking the American 
Dream, people coming here to work to re-
alize their dream, people wanting to raise 
a family in the United States of America. 
And we come from different backgrounds, 
but we’re all united by the great ideal of 
being an American citizen. That’s why we 
say, we’re one Nation under God. And to 
help people assimilate will help us keep 
that in place. 

And so it’s good to be down here on 
our border. It’s an exciting part of the 
United States of America. It’s amazing how 
this country has grown and how vital the 
valley is of the State of Texas. It’s got to 
be exciting for people to grow up in this 
part of the world and see the new pros-
perity. Gosh, it wasn’t all that long ago 
that—I know these mayors can remem-
ber—the economy was tough down here. 
It was, kind of, farming, and that was all. 

And now there’s economic vitality. People 
are making a living, and the schools are 
improving. It’s a great place to raise a fam-
ily. 

It’s a great place to also come and honor 
those who wear the uniform of the United 
States of America, whether it be local law 
enforcement or the sheriff’s departments or 
the Border Patrol or the United States mili-
tary. We’re a blessed country. We’re a great 
country because we’ve got people who 
stand up and say, I want to serve. And 
it’s the service of the men and women in 
uniform that are doing the job down here 
that the American people expect. 

I can’t tell you how proud I am to be 
the Commander in Chief of the military 
and to be the President of the United 
States, full of such decent and honorable 
people. I’m honored to be back in this part 
of the world. I want to thank you for com-
ing out and giving me a chance to talk 
about a comprehensive immigration plan. 
I expect the United States Congress to do 
its duty and pass comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. at 
Anzalduas Park. In his remarks, he referred 
to Gov. J. Richard ‘‘Rick’’ Perry of Texas; 
Mayor Norberto ‘‘Beto’’ Salinas of Mission, 
TX; Mayor Richard F. Cortez of McAllen, 
TX; and John David Franz, Jr., son of Mayor 
John David Franz, Sr., of Hidalgo, TX. 

Statement on the Situation in Cuba 
August 3, 2006 

The United States is actively monitoring 
the situation in Cuba following the an-
nouncement of a transfer of power. At this 
time of uncertainty in Cuba, one thing is 
clear: The United States is absolutely com-

mitted to supporting the Cuban people’s 
aspirations for democracy and freedom. 

We have repeatedly said that the Cuban 
people deserve to live in freedom. I en-
courage all democratic nations to unite in 
support of the right of the Cuban people 
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to define a democratic future for their 
country. I urge the Cuban people to work 
for democratic change on the island. We 
will support you in your effort to build 
a transitional government in Cuba com-
mitted to democracy, and we will take note 
of those in the current Cuban regime who 
obstruct your desire for a free Cuba. 

In the event of a transition in the Cuban 
Government, we stand ready to provide hu-
manitarian assistance as needed to help the 

Cuban people. It has long been the hope 
of the United States to have a free, inde-
pendent, and democratic Cuba as a close 
friend and neighbor. In achieving this, the 
Cuban people can count on the full and 
unconditional support of the United States. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
statement. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency Regarding Export Control Regulations 
August 3, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency caused by 

the lapse of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979, as amended, is to continue in ef-
fect for 1 year beyond August 17, 2006, 
to the Federal Register for publication. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The notice is listed in 
Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Statement on Pension Reform Legislation 
August 4, 2006 

After a lifetime of work, American work-
ers have earned the opportunity to enjoy 
a secure retirement. Last year, I asked 
Congress to strengthen protections for 
workers’ pensions. Congress has now deliv-
ered the most comprehensive reforms to 
America’s pension system in over 30 years. 

This legislation sets the right target for 
pension plan soundness: 100 percent fund-
ing of all promises. It would allow employ-
ers to put more money into their pension 

plans during good times, building a cushion 
that can survive lean times. Congress has 
also acted to make it harder in the future 
for employers with underfunded pension 
plans to promise additional benefits to their 
workers without funding those new prom-
ises. 

These measures will provide workers 
with better information about their pension 
plans, eliminate loopholes that interfere 
with strong pension funding, and increase 
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